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been accepted by the Indian community. The exception, however,
that we have in mind is a very serious one. If indentured labour be
introduced from India, whether for the Rand mines or for the plant-
ations of Natal, it should not be subject to the repatriation clause. Had
such labour not been introduced, probably the Indian question would
never -have arisen in South Africa, but if it be considered absolutely
essential to the prosperity of any portion of South Africa that indentured
Indian labour should be introduced, it is only fair that, after the men
have been so introduced, and, in the words of the late Mr. Escombe,
have given the best five years of their lives, they should be free to settle
in the country and reap the reward of their services by following any
honest occupation they may choose. Even the late Sir William Wilson
Hunter, who was known for his extreme moderation, and who was always
credited with being able to take a sane view of things, did not hesitate
to consider the state of indentured labour as "one perilously near slavery".
The least, therefore, that such men are entitled to is freedom of resi-
dence in the country which they have sewed so well. We think, therefore,
that L. E. N. would have added greater weight to his contributions had
he treated the question of free Indian immigration on its own merits,
because such immigration is a matter of Imperial policy, whereas the
question of indentured labour is a matter of contract and bargain.

Considerations that guide the examination of the one question do
not necessarily apply to that of the other; in South Africa, where both
the Transvaal and Natal are largely dependent upon indentured labour,
either from India or other parts of Asia, it is extremely necessary to bear
this distinction in mind.

Indian Opinion, 19-5-1906

342. MOVE FOR SHOP-CLOSING HOURS IN SOUTH AFRICA
Everyone knows that a law requiring shops to be closed at a given
hour has already been enacted in Natal. We said earlier that a similar
Bill was to be brought before the Gape Legislature, Now comes news
from Johannesburg that a like move is afoot in the Transvaal too. There
was a meeting of leading Europeans at the Masonic Temple, presided
over by Sir George Farrar, and the Mayor of Johannesburg was present.
The meeting passed a resolution to say that a law should be enacted
requiring shops to be closed at a given hour. Indian merchants should
take a hint from this. It would behove us to act of our own accord
before a law is passed enjoining us to do so. The store-managers of
Natal are trying to show that, in closing shops after being compelled by
law to do so, we are doing nothing extraordinary. This is true to some
extent. When Indian merchants in Potchefstroom decided to close
shops at regular hours, we congratulated them. Our agent, however,